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12 February 2010

Key developments

· The Government of Haiti has declared today, 12 February, a national day of mourning in memory of the victims of the devastating earthquake that struck Port-au-Prince and its environs one month ago. According to estimates from Haiti’s Civil Protection Agency, 212,000 people were killed and over 300,000 injured. More than 1.2 million are reported to be living in temporary camps. To date, 94 UN personnel have been confirmed dead and 7 remain unaccounted for.  
· To mark one month since the earthquake, OCHA has produced a short film capturing the difficult first few days of the UN-led rescue and recovery operations. The film can be viewed here. 
· The food distribution system, based on 16 fixed distribution points, is working well. The World Food Programme (WFP) and partners have reached nearly 1.9 million people with food assistance, including nearly 1.1 million in Port-au-Prince in the last 10 days through the new system. 

· Access at Haiti’s entry points continues to improve. The port is now handling 350 containers a day – a figure that is expected to increase to 1,500 once two additional floating docks are installed. Repairs to the port are being carried out by the US military. Meanwhile, the number of incoming flights to Port-au-Prince continues to drop from a peak of 160 flights per day to an average of 74 per day.

· The Government of Haiti and the international community continue to focus on fast-tracking the delivery of emergency shelter materials and sanitation before the start of the rains.
· The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) has stressed the pressing need for operational meteorological services in Haiti to prevent further disasters. In a statement issued on 9 February, the WMO said that weather information and early warnings needed to be developed without delay. These were essential for the national authorities, humanitarian and development agencies, as well as the people to conduct emergency contingency planning and recovery, the Organization said.
· The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) are urging countries to suspend all involuntary returns to Haiti due to the continuing humanitarian crisis. OCHCR and UNHCR say that while the international response to the disaster is well under way, assistance efforts and services have still to reach a significant portion of the affected population. 

· The World Food Programme (WFP) hosted a high level meeting in Rome on 12 February to discuss Haiti’s medium and long-term agricultural development, food security and nutrition planning process. A Task Force, to be jointly led by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) and WFP, was announced at the meeting. The Task Force will support the Haitian Government as it strives to implement immediate and long-term food security strategies that integrate agricultural production and social safety nets. 

· The ‘Cash for Work’ programme, administered by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and supported by donor funding, has already employed 35,000 persons, mainly women and youth. This number may increase to 100,000 in the coming weeks depending on the availability of additional funds. 

· The overall financial response to the Flash Appeal has been strong, with 95 per cent received, but early recovery still requires more resources.
· The security situation in Port-au-Prince remains stable overall, allowing for the distribution of humanitarian aid. The Haitian National Police (HNP), the United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH), and US and Canadian forces are coordinating their efforts to ensure public order. 
· The HNP has already arrested more than 100 convicts who escaped when prisons collapsed during the earthquake. Photos of key escapees have been posted, and the public has been helpful in providing tips on the whereabouts of those on the run. 
· The deployment of additional UN peacekeepers continues, with the arrival of an 85-person advance party from Brazil on 10 February. The first batch of what will be a 900-strong Brazilian infantry battalion is due to arrive on 14 February. 

· Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon is encouraging all UN staff to make a voluntary donation to assist UN personnel affected by the earthquake in Haiti and their families. This will complement the benefits provided by UN regulations to staff that perished as a result of the disaster. Donations will be deposited in the United Nations Nobel Peace Prize Memorial Fund. The Fund will be administered by the Office of the Assistant Secretary-General for Human Resources Management.
· UN Special Envoy for Haiti, former US President Bill Clinton, left hospital in New York on 12 February. He had been admitted the previous day after feeling discomfort in his chest. Following a visit to his cardiologist, he underwent a procedure to place two stents in one of his coronary arteries. His cardiologist reported Mr. Clinton as being in good spirits following the procedure. 
Useful links

Office of the UN Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Haiti: 

www.haitispecialenvoy.org
MINUSTAH page on DPKO website:

 http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/missions/minustah/index.shtml
MINUSTAH website (French only): 

http://minustah.org/
UN News Centre News Focus - Haiti earthquake page: http://www.un.org/apps/news/infocusRel.asp?infocusID=91&Body=Haiti&Body1=
UN YouTube page: 

http://www.youtube.com/view_play_list?p=4F3959441305AAA3
WHO YouTube page:

http://www.youtube.com/who
ReliefWeb Haiti Earthquake:

http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/dbc.nsf/doc108?OpenForm&emid=EQ-2010-000009-HTI&rc=2
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